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For more information please visit  
the Durham District School Board website:  

www.ddsb.ca
English Language Learners in

Kindergarten

Facts around Language Acquisition
•	Research	shows	it	takes	5	to	7	years	to	become	 
	 proficient	in	a	new	language

•	Day-to-day	language	generally	develops	 
	 within	the	first	2	years

•	Academic	language	which	is	needed	to	be	 
	 successful	in	school	can	take	5	to	7	years	 
	 and	sometimes	longer	to	develop	proficiency	in

•	Children	who	are	strong	in	the	first	language	 
	 will	learn	English	better	than	children	who	stop	 
	 learning	in	their	first	language

Programming in Durham for an English 
language learner in Kindergarten
•	English	language	learners	are	enrolled	in	the	 
	 regular	kindergarten	program

•	ELLs	will	receive	support	from	the	classroom	 
	 teacher	and	the	ECE	within	the	classroom

•	ELLs	will	be	encouraged	to	use	their	first	 
	 language	within	the	kindergarten	classroom	 
	 and	English	as	they	learn	it	within	the	 
	 school	environment

English Language Learners
•	 English	language	learners	(ELL)	are	students		
	 whose	first	language	is	a	language	other		
	 than	English,	or	is	a	variety	of	English	that		
	 is	significantly	different	from	the	English		
	 used	in	Ontario	schools

•	 These	students	may	be	Canadian-born		
	 or	they	may	be	newcomers	from		
	 other	countries
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Tips for Parents of English Language 
Learners in Kindergarten
Tip 1

Talk	to	your	children	in	your	first	language

•	Provides	your	child	with	a	rich	vocabulary

•	Helps	to	explain	the	world	around	them	 
	 in	a	language	they	understand

•	Helps	to	raise	a	bilingual	child

Tip 2: 

Discuss	with	your	children	what	they	learned	 
in	school	in	your	first	language	

•	Helps	a	child	to	explain	his	or	her	thinking

•	Reinforces	new	academic	words	they	learned	 
	 in	school

•	Allows	you	to	share	your	background	knowledge	 
	 about	your	child’s	learning	in	your	first	language

Tip 3: 

Read	every	day	to	your	child	in	their	first	language	
as	well	as	English	

•	Reading	daily	sets	a	routine	

•	Stories	online	are	available	that	can	be	read	to	 
	 your	children	in	English	and	in	your	first	language

Tips for Parents of English Language 
Learners in Kindergarten

TIP 1
Talk to your children  
 in your first language

The Durham District School Board  
website	(DDSB.ca)	offers,	under	 
the	Parents	tab,	access	to	the	
Learning	Commons.	In	the	Reading	
section	of	the	Learning	Commons,	
there	are	many	websites	that	offer	
students	free	books	to	read	and	 
a	place	to	practice	literacy	skills.	

Username:	durham 

Password: research12

Unite for Literacy  
Link:	http://www.uniteforliteracy.com	

Resources

The International Children’s  
Digital Library offers books  
in other languages for students.

A	free	website	that	offers	books	for	students	to	read.			
The	narration	button	allows	for	the	story	to	be	read		
in	37	languages	as	well	as	English.

Parents tab


